“A DOG AND HI' S BOY” — Scene 2
By Rob Bi esenbach

CAST

Stewart — 30s, painfully shy, introverted, | ost

The Dog — 63 (in dog years), a talking dog, ideally w British accent
Karen — 20s/30s, kind, hel pful, caretaker type

Pooki e — a Peki ngese, insufferably yappy

(STEWART and KAREN, sitting together
on a bench on one part of the stage,
DOG and POXKI E on anot her part of
stage. At lights up, Stewart and Karen
are having a | ong, awkward pause.)

KAREN
So ...have you been to any good restaurants |ately?
STEWART
Me? No. W don’t go out nuch. | mean, not too nmany pl aces all ow dogs.
KAREN

Oh, right ...that’s the good thing about this place.

STEWART
Yeah, it’s nice they let the dogs in ..

KAREN
(Pause) Look at them — they seemto be having a good time.

(Focus shifts to DOG and POXKI E.)

DOG
So they say interest rates are on the way up again. I'ma little
worried about ny T-bills.
POOXKI E
(M ndl essly) YAP!
DOG

O course, with the way things are going in the Mdeast, that's
certainly a drag on the nmarkets ...

POOKI E
YAP!

DOG
(Struggling) Um ...nice ...weather we’'re having, isn't it?

POOKI E
YAP!
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DOG
Ch, very well ...(big sigh) ..“woof.”

POOKI E
(Ent husi astically) YAP! YAP- YAP!'! YAP- YAP- YAP- YAP- YAP- YAP! YAP! YAP-
YAP- YAP ...

(Back to STEWART and KAREN.)

KAREN
(Still struggling) So ...have you seen any good novies recently?
STEWART
Movi es? No.
KAREN
(Pause) | like to travel — do you travel nuch?

(Stewart shakes head.)

Ckaaaay ...what do you like to do? Do you have any ...hobbi es?

STEWART
Un | don't know ...1 |ike geol ogy.
KAREN
(Encour agi ng) Geol ogy? You nean |ike rocks and things?
STEWART
Vell, yes, but it’s about nore than rocks. It’s ...the whol e planet,
you know? Continents, oceans ...
KAREN
That’s interesting.
STEWART
I really like glaciers.
KAREN
d aciers?
STEWART

Oh, yes, they' re actually quite amazing ...for instance, did you know
this whole area right here was covered in glaciers, mles thick, just
10, 000 years ago? (Pause) And, in fact, the ground underneath us is
still recovering fromthe weight of the glaciers. It’s actually
springi ng back upwards ...at a m croscopically inperceptible rate, of
course ..

KAREN
Well, that’s fascinating ...have you ever been to see a glacier?
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STEWART
Me? No. They’'re all a long way from here now.

(Focus shifts to DOG and POXKI E.)

POXKI E
YAP- YAP! YAP- YAP- YAP- YAP! YAP- YAP —
DOG
You don’t ever shut up do you?
POXKI E
YAP- YAP! YAP- YAP- YAP-
DOG

For the love of all that is holy, would you please just stop?

POOKI E
YAP- YAP! YAP- YAP- YAP- YAP! YAP- YAP —

DOG
(Sigh) Dear God, kill ne now ...

(Back to STEWART and KAREN.)

STEWART
You see, glaciers are just snowis all ..but it’'s been conpacted over
tinme. In fact the ice at the bottomof a glacier is so conpact and so
dense, well it’'s harder than di anonds.
KAREN
Stewart, | think you should go see the glaciers.
STEWART

The best one — outside the Arctic Grcle, of course is up in Canada.
You can take a tour and actually go out there and stand on the

gl acier. Can you imagi ne that? Standing on ice that was fornmed by snow
that fell 400 years ago?

KAREN
(Pause) Stewart, you shoul d go.
STEWART
No, | couldn't.
KAREN
Why not ?
STEWART

| couldn’t | eave Rags. He’'s a very ...special dog. He needs ne.
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KAREN
Right, | can see that. (Pause, light bulb goes off) | could take care
of him

STEWART
I don’t think so ...

KAREN
Sure | could! It wouldn’'t be any trouble at all.

STEWART
No!

KAREN
Just for a week and you can go away! Pookie could use a companion — it
woul d be fun!

STEWART
NO ! (Recovering) Look ...you're a very nice |lady and | appreciate it,
but ...it’s just not possible, okay?

KAREN
(Pause) Ckay, Stewart. Well, um | think Pookie and I will be running
al ong. Maybe we’ Il see you another tine? Cone on, Pooki el

DOG

Ah, deliverance is mnel!

POOXKI E
YAP- YAP! YAP- YAP- YAP-

DOG

Toodl e-00 ...(with disdain) Pookie ..

(Karen and Pooki e depart.)

DOG
VWell, how did you nmanage to bl ow t hat?
STEWART
She wasn’t right for us.
DOG
Us? What ever, that was excruciating.
STEWART
|’ msorry.
STEWART/ DOG

Take nme home now.

(Lights out.)
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