“I'F FI SH COULD SCREAM' ( FORMVERLY FATHERS & SONS) — DRAFT FI VE
By Rob Bi esenbach

CAST

Pop — 60, gruff, no-nonsense, dom nating, in-your-face
Dad — 37, quieter, serious, protective of his son

Andy — 8, sensitive like his father

(Pop, Dad and Andy fish silently al ong
a riverbank. Pop is drinking a beer.)

POP
Who the hell ever heard of fishing in the mddle of the day?

(No response)
It’s hotter-n-hell

(Dad refuses to engage)
We’re not gonna catch a damm t hi ng!

ANDY
W' re not?

DAD
O course we are, son. Pop? Could ya ..?

(Gudgi ng silence for a nonent)

PCOP
Still don’t know why you dragged ne out here.
DAD
You love to fish.
PCOP
Alone. | love to fish al one.
DAD

I thought it would be nice for all of us to fish together

POP
(Suspi ci ously) Uh-huh ...

(Andy is casting his line)

DAD

Don’'t you want to see your grandson catch a fish?
ANDY

Uh-oh! 1’ m caught in the tree again!
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(Andy works to untangle line.)

POP

He's got to have his line in the water to catch sonething.
DAD

He |ikes to cast.
POP

Let ne give ya a hand there, boy.
(Pop hel ps Andy untangle |ine)

Okay, you got this baited all wong. See, what you wanna do is, you
wanna run the hook up through the mnnows lower lip and then out the

gill.

ANDY
That’ s not how Daddy does it

DAD
That’s right, Pop. Andy and | hook them through the head.

POP
Well, that’s just dammed crazy. If you hook ‘emthrough the head, you
kill *em Everyone knows you do it through the lip — or the tail. See,
Andy, that way the minnowis still alive and noving around underwat er
— that’s what attracts the fish.

ANDY
Daddy says it’'s cruel.

POP

Cruel? Oh, for chrissakes, it’s a goddammed m nnow

DAD
Pop? Pl ease! Could you watch the | anguage?

ANDY
But, Grandpa, the goddammed m nnow —

DAD
Andy! Ch, that’'s just great — are you happy now, Pop?

ANDY

Sorry, Daddy. (Pause) G andpa, Daddy says that if mnnows could
scream there wouldn’t be any fishernen at all
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POP
Ch, brother ..listen Andy, a minnow s just a fish. It doesn’t have any
feelings. Hell, it barely has a brain. Now, you try it ny way, and

guar an-damed-tee if there’s a fish out there on this hot, godforsaken
afternoon you Il get a bite.

ANDY
Daddy?

DAD
Fi ne. Go ahead, Andy, do it Pop’ s way.

(Pop hands Andy a m nnow from a
bucket .)

POP
Alright, here ya go ...do it just like I showed you, up through the lip
(As Andy starts to hook the m nnow,
Pop lets out a small *“fish scream?”)

AAAAAAUUUUVUUGGECHHHHHH! T T YA GOTT MEEEEEEEE! ! ! 1!

(Andy is startled and visibly shaken.
Dad goes over to confort him)

DAD
Ch, way to go, Pop! It's all right, Andy.
POP
(Synpathetic) Good grief, | was just kiddin ya, son. Listen, don’t

worry about the mnnow — his sole purpose in life is to be eaten by
other fish. W're just helping himalong. Now let’'s see how ya did.

(Pop inspects Andy’s hook.)
Hey, nice job. Real world class! Ckay, see that shady spot up under
the log? | bet there’s a big ol’ fat fish just waitin there for his
lunch to cone along. See if you can drop your line right in there ...

(Hel ps Andy casts his line.)

...that’ s perfect! Now nove yourself on down so you' ve got a direct
angl e ...and keep your |ine taut!

DAD
Not so close to the water, Andy.

POP
(I'gnoring Dad) Keep goin’, Andy ...yeah, that’s the spot, right there.
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DAD
Careful, Andy!

(Andy goes downst age)

Pop!

POP
Hey! You wanted to fish? We’re fishin'!

DAD
Ri ght.

POP

That’'s what we’'re here for, right? To fish?

DAD
Yes, yes ..

(Long pause. Pop continues to try to
push Dad’s buttons.)

POP
Keep your rod tip up — ya fish like a girl!

DAD
Fish like a — ??

(Dad bites his tongue. More silence as

they fish)
POP
You know, if you ask nme —
DAD
| didn't!
(A beat)
POP
Well, you' re snothering the boy!
DAD
Not this again!
POP
He's too damed sensitive!
DAD
Pop, he’s eight! (Pause) Look, I'mraising himny way, okay? It’s not

easy doing it al one!
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PCOP
You think I don’'t know that!?

(Silence. They fish.)

POP
You' re gonna turn himinto one of those netrosexual s!

DAD
(Suppressing a smrk.) Metrosexual ? Wiere did you pick that up?

POP
I’mjust old, son, not stupid — | read things ...

(Pause)

DAD
(Shaki ng his head) Metrosexua

ANDY
I got a bitel I got a bite!

(They drop their lines to help Andy)

POP
Okay, Andy, get the slack out of the Iine!
DAD
Easy Andy, don’t horse it!
POP
That away, you got ‘em ...now reel himin!
ANDY
Ww, | ook at hinl
DAD
Ni ce job, Andy. Now swing your line over and |I’Il unhook himfor you
POP

Let the boy do it — he’s gotta |learn sonetine. Here, Andy, just grab
hi m above the fin ...there ya go ...now work the hook out backwards ...
that's it!

ANDY
OCh, boy, can | keep him Daddy?

DAD
No, Andy, he’s too small to keep.

POP

Nonsense, there’s enough neat on himto cook up.
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DAD

No, he’s under the |limt. W’ ve got to throw hi m back.
ANDY

Aw, Daddy ...
DAD

(Exasperated) Al right, ook ...just ...put himin the pail for now

(Andy puts fish in pail and watches
it. Dad & Pop resune fishing.)

ANDY
Daddy? WIIl there be fish like this in California?

POP
California?

DAD
Un ...there are fish everywhere, Andy.

POP
What’'s in California?

ANDY
Daddy’ s new j ob.

POP
Your what ?

DAD

Not hing's decided. | had a job interview, is all. Andy, why don’t you
go get sone fresh water for the fish?

(Andy picks up a bucket and goes
downst age. Silence a noment as Pop
shakes his head.)

POP
I knew somet hi ng was up ..

DAD
Look, Pop, it’s just prelimnary at this point

POP
Prelimnary ny ass! You wouldn't be prepping Andy for a nobve across
the country if it was “prelimnary.”

DAD
So what if | anf
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POP
I know what this is about — Denise is out there.
DAD
And?
POP
CGeez, you can’'t go chasin’ after her!
DAD
It's been three years — it’s worth a try.
POP

And you think bringing himout there is just gonna ...what? Trigger
sone maternal instinct in her all of a sudden?

DAD
It sounds |ike she’s got her life together.

(Pop’s surprised to hear this, shoots
Dad a | ook.)

W’ ve ...been tal king.
POP

Oh yeah, she’s always been good at the tal king — not so good at the
“ d0| ngH

DAD

It’s gonna be ...

DAD POP
Different this tine. Different this tinme?

DAD

W' ||l see.
POP

It’'s pointless.
DAD

A boy needs his nother.
POP

Bul I shit! You got al ong just fine!
DAD

You thi nk?
POP

Oh, here we go! Tell nme again about your rotten chil dhood and your
broken honme and all the negl ect you suffered!
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DAD
It could have been better

POP
And it could have been a helluva | ot worse!

DAD
Either way, it’s going to be different for Andy!

(Pause)

VWhat is it about the nmen in this famly and our capacity to drive
wonen away?

(Pop, who' s been drinking a beer,
bur ps)

Asked and answer ed.
(Andy burps, then | aughs)

That’'s terrific. (Pause) Pop, don’'t you mss Mn?

POP
Ah, geez ...
DAD
| do.
POP
Boy, you people really |ike tal king about your feelings ...
DAD
It's inportant
POP

It’s NOT inportant! How you “feel” about sonmething doesn’'t make a dam
bit of difference. Not everything has to be analyzed and | abel ed and
categori zed, you know. Some things just are.

DAD

It’'s that sinple, huh?
POP

It is what it is ...1"’ve spent nore years w thout her than with her
DAD

So you don't regret -
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POP
NO | don't! I don't regret anything. | didn’t have that [uxury — |
was too busy raising you, making a living, providing for you ...(pause)
Move on, son. Get on with your life.

DAD
That’ s what |’ m doi ng.
POP
No, you're not, you're goi ng backwards!
DAD
I’ m doing what’s best for Andy!
POP
What’'s best for Andy is not to be | et down again!
DAD
POP, I'M AN ADULT — YOU CAN T TELL ME WHAT TO DO
POP
VELL, FINE, |I’M NOT GO NG
DAD

GOCD! YOU RE NOT | NVI TED

(They stare in silence. Andy
appr oaches.)

ANDY
I’ mready to catch another.

(Pause, no response)

Dad?
DAD
Yeah, okay, Andy.
POP
Sure, Andy ...I want to re-rig your line first — why don't you go into

my tackl e box. There shoul d be a new package of hooks in there.

(Andy goes to tackle box. They fish in
silence a noment.)

DAD
Look, Pop, you and Deni se never got along. It would ...conplicate
t hings ...

(Sil ence)
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Pop, | have to do this.

POP
Li ke nmother, |ike son | guess.

DAD
What ' s t hat supposed to nean?

POP
You inherited the “l eaving” gene.

DAD
That’'s not fair!

POP
Deni se, too. You're all the sane.

DAD

OH YEAH? TELL Mg, POP, WHAT' S THE COMMON DENOM NATOR IN ALL THI S? IS
IT ANDY? ISIT ME? | DONT TH NK SO VWHO S THE ONE WHO S LEFT BEHI ND?
WHO S THE ONE EVERYBCODY' S RUNNI NG AVWAY FROW?

(Pause)
Ch, gosh, Pop, | didn’'t nean that.
POP
Sure ya did.
DAD
No, I'msorry, | ...look, things may not work out in California.

probably won't even get this job. And the housing nmarket out there —

(Andy approaches. He's found an old
photo in Pop's tackle box.)

ANDY
G andpa, who’'s this?

(Pop nmoves to grab photo)

POP
That’ s not hi ng.

(Dad takes it, looks at it)

DAD
That’s a picture of your grandma, Andy. My nmom

ANDY
Oh ...l don’t know her

10
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(Pause)
POP
It’s an old tackle box ...
DAD
What happened to noving on?
POP
Probably haven’t been in there in 30 years ...
DAD
Uh- huh ...
POP

Let’s ...let’s get you rigged up here, Andy ...

(Pop goes to work with Andy on his
l'ine)

Now we’ re gonna catch you a really big fish.

ANDY
Good, Charlie needs conpany.

POP
Charlie?

ANDY
That’s what | nanmed ny fish.

DAD

Andy, it’s not a good idea to get too attached to a fish you re going
to eat

POP
Vell, you know ...about that ..as | |ook at himagain, Andy, he is
ki nda smal |l .
ANDY
But not too small?
POP
Actual ly, yeah, | think he is. W oughta throw ‘' em back.
ANDY
But, Pop, you said —
POP

Your Dad was right, Andy — if you kept him you wouldn’'t be a good
fi sherman. You wanna be a good fisherman, don’t you?
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ANDY
| guess ...

DAD
Go on, son, there’' Il be other fish ...bigger fish

ANDY
(Pause) In California?

(Dad | ooks to Pop for approval)

DAD
Yeah.

(As Andy goes to put fish back, Dad
and Pop return to fishing.)

POP
Get your damed rod tip up, wllya?
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