“THE LEDGE’
By Rob Bi esenbach

Char acters
Mark — 30s/40s
Ay — 29 and 364/ 365t hs

(On the outside | edge of a building,
15'" floor. Amy stands with her back
pressed to the building. Mark enters,
as if on his own | edge on anot her side
of the building. He carefully turns
the corner.)

MARK AW
OH My GOD! ! HOLY SHI T!!
MARK AW
VWHAT ARE YOU DA NG UP HERE?? VHERE DI D YOU COVE FROWR??
MARK AW
"M NOT COM NG DO ! "M NOT COM NG DO !
(Slight pause)
MARK AW
You’ re wha — Then you' re not -

(She raises hand to cut himoff. He

defers.)
AW
So then, you're not here to “rescue” ne?
MARK
Rescue you? Heck no, I'm—- wait. You mean, you're going to ...

(Gestures off | edge)

AMY
Yes.

MARK
Me, too.

AMY

Oh. (Pause) Look, | don't nean to be rude, but this is MY | edge. | got
here first. Could you go back to the other side of the building?

MARK

But | don’'t want to junp over there. | want to go over the alley, so
don't -
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MARK/ AMY
Hurt anyone down bel ow.
MARK
Ri ght.
AW
That’s very thoughtful of you
MARK

And they call this a selfish act.
(Pause)

Do you think this is high enough?

AW
Fifteen stories. It should do the job.
MARK
But 1’ ve heard of people sonetinmes surviving a fall like this.
AW
Technically, it’s a junmp, not a fall.
MARK
Ri ght.
AW

Presumabl y, by junping we can control our trajectory. Head first, and
all that?

MARK
Oh, yes, definitely head first.

AW
To be really sure

MARK
Yes, you wouldn’t want to end up a vegetabl e.

AW
Dependent on ot hers.

MARK
Ri ght.

(Pause)

So ...may | ask —
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AWY
This is a nice | edge.

MARK
Huh? Oh, | suppose it’'s —

AWY
Real |y roony. So many of your nodern buil di ngs don’t have | edges.

MARK
O even wi ndows you could open if they did.

AWY
O the | edges are way too small.

MARK
You really know your | edges!

AWY
This is a regular “lI Love Lucy” | edge.

MARK
I loved that episode!

AWY
Wth Superman. The original one.

MARK
CGeor ge Reeve.

AWY
VWho ended up killing hinself.

MARK
Right. Wth a gun.

AWY
Yes.

(Pause)

MARK

That’s so nmessy. Can you i magi ne being the one to have to cl ean that
up?

AW
You could do it in the bathtub and | eave the shower running. That way
a lot of the nmess just washes away.

MARK
You’ ve really done sone thinking on this.
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AW
Well, sure. You ve got to have ...certainty, see? Wth a gun you really
have to know what you' re doing. Pills, too. Cutting takes way too |ong
and hanging ...hanging is so ...

MARK
i ffy.
AW
Yes. Besides, | have really | ow ceilings.
MARK
Aren’t you scared?
AW
You shouldn’t think about that.
MARK
Vell, I"'mterrified. 1’ve been up here for 20 mnutes telling nyself,

“Go on, it’'s just like junmping out of an airplane!”

AW
OCh, |1’ve done that! Tal k about scary. Even with a parachute!
MARK
Ww, you' re braver than | am
AW
Not really.
MARK
So how conme -
AW
Yes, junping is definitely the way to go. | renenber in the days after
the terrorist attacks, | couldn't stop |ooking at the photos of the
jumpers. | was mesnerized. They | ooked so peaceful, so content.
MARK

O course you couldn't really see their faces.

AW
Ri ght. (Pause) | read that a body falling fromthat height hits the
ground with the force of a railroad freight car.

MARK
God, you're norbid

AW
Vell ...yeah?
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MARK
Oh, right. (Pause) Do you think that ...we have a ...responsibility?
Li ke to then? To the people who don’t have a choice?

AW

(Considers briefly) No. | don't feel a responsibility to anyone.
MARK

Oh. | guess this is the ultimate selfish act then.
AW

| can live with that.

(They share a weak | augh. Pause.)

MARK
So, can you tell nme why you —
AWY
We should really get on with this.
MARK
But wait, | want to know —
AWY
It’s just a matter of tinme before sone busybody calls the cops ...
MARK
Conme on -
AWY
There' Il be fire trucks, crowds, a big ta-doo ...
MARK
PLEASE, TELL ME -
AWY
WHAT? WHAT?
MARK
I WANT TO KNOW WHY YOU RE DO NG THI S!
AWY
WHAT DI FFERENCE DOES | T MAKE?
MARK
I T MAKES A LOT OF DI FFERENCE! (Pause) |’ m havi ng second t houghts.
AWY
OCh, ny God ...look, I"mnot your counselor. If you want to chat with

soneone, go back inside.
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MARK
Maybe I will. And maybe 1’11 take you in there with ne.

(He grabs her arm

AMY
LET GO OF ME!

MARK
NO, NOT ‘TIL YOU TELL ME!

AMY
YOU FREAK!!

MARK
HERE WE GO

(He starts taking her into w ndow)

AMY
OKAY, OKAY, OKAY!!

(He stops, waits)

AW
Have you heard of Huntington's disease?

MARK
I think so, but | don't really know what it is.

AW
It's hereditary. If one of your parents had it, you ve got a 50/50
chance of getting it. |I didn’t beat the odds. | resisted being tested
for the longest time — |1 didn't want to know. But then, a few years

ago, things ..starting happening. Synptonms. A twitching in ny feet.
That’s howit starts. Fromthere it’s a downward spiral toward
denmentia ...total physical breakdown ...So the tests canme up positive.

And the kicker is, because it started early, they say it wll advance
qui cker.

MARK
Soit's —

AW

Incurable. | saw what it did to my Mom She spent the | ast years of
her Iife spitting up baby food and scream ng that the carpet was nade
of insects.

MARK
I’ msorry.
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AW
It was a long tine ago. Anyway, that’s not how |’ m going out. My tine,
ny place, ny choice. Wile |I still have a choice.
(Pause)
MARK
So ...why today?
AW
Tonorrow s ny birthday.
MARK
How ol d are you going to be?
AW
" mnot going to be anything.
MARK
Oh. R ght.
(He starts through w ndow)
AW
Wi t
(He stops)
You have to tell ne your story. | told you m ne.
(He clinmbs back out)
MARK
OCh ...see, ny problens just seem ...insignificant conpared to yours.
AW
Nonsense. Qur problens are our own. Wat is it?
MARK
| ...got a pronotion today.
AW

We’'re not so good with occasions, are we?

MARK
They nmade nme Director of Sales for the M dwest Region.

AW
And you don’t want to be Director of Sales for the M dwest Regi on?

MARK
|I'"d rather be dead.
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AW
Well, you cane to the right place. (Pause) Sorry. Wat do — did ...you
want to be?

MARK
I don’'t know. Anything but this. Anything but ...ordinary.

AW
“lI fear that | amordinary — just |ike everyone.”

MARK
Smashi ng Punpki ns.

AW
OCh, you know it. They' re one of ny favorites.

MARK
Me, too. (Pause) | don’'t know how | got to this place. Renmenber the
Janes Spader character in “sex, lies, and videotape?” He had just the
one key, you know? To his car

AW
Ri ght, because, the nore keys you have, the nore obligations.

MARK
Yeah, see, |’ve got all these dammed keys. Keys to ny hone and keys to
my car and to ny office and ...well, some of these keys |’ m not even
sure what they open anynmore. O close. (Pause) But, either way, |I'm
responsi bl e, you know? I’ mresponsible. At the office, I'’mthe only
manager who's not an asshole. | spend half ny day keeping all the
asshol es away from ny peopl e.

AW
Your peopl e.

MARK
That’s how it feels sonetines.

AW
They’ re not your people.

MARK
I know that but ..the place is just so dammed awful . It’s going right
to hell and the people are so great and they don't deserve this and
for two years now |’ ve been killing nyself — well, you know what |
mean — trying to hold things together. And ...1 can’t do it anynore.

AW
So just |eave.

MARK

| don't want to |l et them down.
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AW
Don't you think —

MARK
Yeah, but at least this way | don’'t have to look themin the eye.
Ki nda “chi cken,” huh?

AW
Oh, anybody who says this is the easy way out hasn’'t stood on this
| edge.

MARK
My life wasn’t supposed to be like this. It was supposed to be
di fferent ...spectacul ar.

AW
Life's not supposed to be like a novie, you know.

MARK
Oh, if ny life were a novie the audi ence woul d have wal ked out a | ong
tinme ago. Anyway, | think it’s time to go join themin the | obby.

AW

(She sings) Let's all go to the | ooooobby ...

MARK/ AMY

(Singing together) To get ourselves a treat.
AW

I always | oved the novies.
MARK

Me, too. (Pause) But | hated sitting through the previ ews!
AW

Me, too! Get on with the show, already!
MARK

Exactly! (Pause) It's funny — we have sone things in comon.
AW

You nean besides the (she makes junping or throat slashing gesture).
MARK

(Finally laughs) Yes, besides that.
AW

Well, | have a track record of being drawn to unavail able mnen.
MARK

You know, if this were a novie, we'd clinb down from here and nmake a
life together.
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AMY
VWhat's left of it.

MARK

Right. An extraordinarily ordinary life. (Pause) Wat’'s your nane?
AW

Does it matter? (Pause) Any.
MARK

H, Amy. Mark
(They smile, hold hands.)
I’ mready.

AMY
Head first, right?

MARK
Ri ght.

(They take a deep breath, |ean
forward. Blackout.)
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